3
Observational and modeling studies clearly demonstrate that land use and land 64 cover change (LULCC) (e.g., affecting the climate system is also well documented by the scientific community.
71
Although the CO 2 linked biogeochemical effects have some spatial heterogeneity, it is 72 much less compared to LULCC driven biogeophysical impacts and, overall, 73 biogeochemical impacts on climate are more homogeneously distributed.
74
Hence, we suggest that the biogeophysical effects need to be better communicated by human intervention into the climate system will not be sufficiently addressed 82 (Lubowski et al. 2008 ).
83
Public policy plays an important role in shaping local to national-scale land use 84 conversions and management practices (Miles and Kapos, 2008; Pannell, 2008 
125
Although not specifically focused on climate, the Convention on Biodiversity
126
(CBD) has clear climate-connected land use implications due to strategic goals that 127 include a target to dramatically reduce the rate of loss of native ecosystems (Peter, 2004) . The relationships between national and international policies are obviously Again, existing international platforms can be used to initiate the discussions. or set examples that are counterproductive to decentralization efforts.
272
We suggest that these steps will make current national policies and international 273 protocols and conventions more effective. This, in turn, would reduce negative climatic 274 impacts arising from LULCC, whether planned or inadvertent. 
